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attacked them, directing our march towards Tiberias, which
had been taken by storm. After repulsing us among some
dangerous rocks, they attacked us with such fierceness that
they captured the holy cross and our king. A multitude was
slain and two hundred and thirty of our brethren, as we
believe, taken and beheaded. * . . After this the pagans,
drunk with the blood of the Christians, went tempestuously
with their hosts to the city of Acrej and, taking it by storm,
spread themselves throughout nearly all the land, only
Jerusalem, Tyre, Ascalon, and Beirut now being left to us and
Christendom. These cities, too—since almost all the citizens
have been slain—we shall be unable to hold unless we
speedily receive divine assistance and are given your aid. At
the present time they (the Moslems) are besieging Tyre and
cease not to assault it either by day or night. So vast are
their numbers that, like swarms of ants, they have covered
the whole face of the land from Tyre as far as Jerusalem
and Gaza. We beg you, therefore, at once to grant succour
to us and to Christianity, which is all but ruined in the
East, so that by the aid of God and with the support of your
arms, we may save the rest of these cities."
Jerusalem fell to the Moslems on October 3rd, 1187,
after a seige of two weeks, but the Christians were allowed
to leave the city unharmed on payment of a fixed ransom.
The Temple exhausted its treasury to pay the ransom of the
poor inhabitants and guarded them on their journey from
the Holy City to Tripoli. Terricus reported the loss of
Jerusalem to Henry of England. ** Jerusalem, alas! has
fallen. Saladin ordered the cross to be cast down from the
summit of the Temple of the Lord, and for two days carried
about the city and beaten with sticks. After this he ordered
the Temple of the Lord to be washed with rose water, inside
and out and from top to bottom*** The capture of the Holy
City struck panic into the Christians, and within two years
the Latin possessions in the East were reduced to little more

